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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: Summary of 
invention contains a word "elongated" instead of decode on page 6. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 1 contains 
the misspelled word "imige". Appropriate correction is required. 

3. Claims 5 and 1 1 are objected to because of following informalities: Claim 5 and 
1 1 contain word "elongated" instead of "decoded". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

5. Claim 1, 7-8 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent Pub. 2003/01 1 2345 A1 Yamaguchi et al. i^Yamaguchr). 
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As to claim 1, Yamaguchi discloses an image data recording apparatus 
(0012) comprising: 

image signal processing means for converting an image signal to a digital 
image signal (0055, Fig. 2, A/D 33); 

first image compressing means for encoding said digital image signal to 
first image data according to first recording format (0075); 

second image compressing means for encoding said digital image signal 
to second image data according to second recording format whose coding rate is lower 
than the coding rate of the first recording format (0015)(0016) (0074); 

recording means for recording image data on a recording medium ( Fig. 2; 

CPU 22); 

transmission means for transmitting image data to an external apparatus 

(0054); and 

control means for providing control so that said digital image signal is 
encoded to said second image and recorded on said recording medium (0074), and 
after connection is established with the external apparatus, said digital image signal is 
encoded to said first image data and transmitted to the external apparatus via the 
transmission means (0075). 

As to claim 7, Yamaguchi discloses an image data recording method 
(0012) comprising the steps of: 

establishing connection with an external apparatus (0054); 

converting an image signal to a digital image signal (0055, Fig. 2, A/D 33); 

encoding said digital image signal to first image data according to first 
recording format (0075); 
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encoding said digital image signal to second image data according to 
second recording format whose coding rate is lower than the coding rate of the first 
recording format (0015)(0016)(0074); 

recording said second image data on a recording medium (Fig. 2; CPU 

22); and 

transmitting said first image data to said external apparatus(0054). 

As to claim 8, Yamaguchi further discloses wherein said first image data is 
recorded on said recording medium and then transmitted to the external apparatus and 
the recorded first image data is erased from said recording medium after the 
transmission is complete (0075). 

As to claim 13, Yamaguchi discloses an information recording method 
(0012) comprising the steps of: 

establishing connection with an external apparatus (0054); 

converting an information signal to a digital information signal (0055, Fig. 

2, A/D 33); 

encoding said digital information signal to first information data according 
to first recording format (0075); 

encoding said digital information signal to second information data 
according to second recording format whose coding rate is lower than the coding rate of 
the first recording format; recording said second information data on a recording 
medium (0015)(0016) (0074);and 

transmitting said first information data to said external apparatus (0054). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent Pub. 2003/01 1 2345 A1 Yamaguchi et al. ("Yamaguchi") in view of U.S. Patent 
Pub. US 2002/0126999 A1 Shimamoto etal. {"Shimamoto'). 

As to claim 2, Yamaguchi discloses after said first image data is recorded 
on said recording medium and then transmitted via said transmission means to the 
external apparatus (0057). 

Yamaguchi does not expressly disclose wherein said control means 
provides further control so that if said recording medium has not a sufficient recording 
capacity, the recorded first image data is erased from said recording medium. 

Shimamoto discloses wherein said control means provides further control 
so that if said recording medium has not a sufficient recording capacity, the recorded 
first image data is erased from said recording medium (0109). 

At the time of invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine Yamaguchi with Shimamoto. The Motivation to combine the 
two references would have been to erase previously recorded program to secure free 
space on a recording medium, to obtain sufficient recording area (Shimamoto, 0109) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the teachings of Yamaguchi and Shimamoto to obtain the invention as 
specified in claim 2. 
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8. Claim 3 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent Pub. 2003/01 1 2345 A1 Yamaguchi et al. ("Yamaguchi") in view of U.S. 
Patent Pub. 2002/0003578 A1 Koshiba etal. ("Koshiba") 

As to claim 3, Yamaguchi discloses display means (Fig. 2, LCD 43) for 
displaying images, and image decoding means for decoding said second image data to 
an image signal which can be represented on said display means (Fig 2, CPU 22), 

Yamaguchi does not expressly disclose wherein said control means 
provides further control so that if an operation is made to instruct replay, said second 
image data recorded on said recording medium is decoded by said image decoding 
means and images are displayed on said display means based on the decoded second 
image data. 

Koshiba disclose wherein said control means provides further control so 
that if an operation is made to instruct replay, said second image data recorded on said 
recording medium is decoded by said image decoding means and images are displayed 
on said display means based on the decoded second image data (0099). 

At the time of invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine Yamaguchi with Koshiba. The Motivation to combine the two 
references would have been to view the captured images on the screen (Koshiba, 
0099). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the teachings of Yamaguchi and Koshiba to obtain the invention as specified 
in claim 3. 

As to claim 9, Koshiba further discloses wherein if an operation is made to 
instruct replay, second image data recorded on said recording medium is decoded and 
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images are displayed on display means based on the decoded second image data (0099). 
In addition, the same motivation is used as the rejection for claim 3. 

9. Claim 4, 6 and 1 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent Pub. 2003/01 12345 A1 Yamaguchi et al. ("Yamaguchi") in view of U.S. 
Patent No 4,488,433 Washino et al. ("Washino") in view of U.S. Patent Pub. 
2002/0003578 A1 Koshiba et al. ("Koshiba"). 

As to claim 4, Yamguchi discloses an image data recording and 
reproducing apparatus (0012) comprising: 

Image signal processing means for converting an image signal to a digital 
image signal (0055, Fig. 2, A/D 33); 

first image encoding means for encoding said digital image signal to first 
image data according to first recording format (0075); 

second image encoding means for encoding said digital image signal to 
second image data according to second recording format whose coding rate is lower than 
the coding rate of the first recording format (0015)(0016)(0074); 

a display means for displaying images (Fig 2, LCD 43); 

image decoding means for decoding said second image data to an image 
signal which can be represented on said display means (Fig 2, CPU 22); and 

Yamaguchi does not expressly disclose control means for providing 
control so that said second image data recorded on said recording medium is decoded 
by said image decoding means and images are displayed on said display means based 
on the decoded second image data. 
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Koshiba discloses disclose control means for providing control so that said 
second image data recorded on said recording medium is decoded by said image 
decoding means and images are displayed on said display means based on the 
decoded second image data (0099). 

At the time of invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine Yamaguchi with Koshiba. The Motivation to combine the 
references would have been to view the captured imaged on the screen. 

Yamaguchi in view of Koshiba does not expressly disclose a first drive for 
recording and reproducing said first image data on and from an interchangeable first 
recording medium; 

a second drive for recording and reproducing said second image data on 
and from a second recording medium therein; 

Washino discloses a first drive for recording and reproducing said first 
image data on and from an interchangeable first recording medium (Col. 3, lines 33-40); 

a second drive for recording and reproducing said second image data on 
and from a second recording medium therein {Washino, col. 3, lines 41-48); 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to the person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Washino, Koshiba and Yamaguchi. Motivation to 
combine the Yamaguchi, Koshiba and Washino would have been to have removable 
media (Washino, Abstract) for portability and be able to play the media on different 
devices other than the recording device. Also having a removable media allows you to 
have a longer recording time by interchanging the recorded media with new media for 
recording. 
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As to claim 6, Koshiba discloses wherein said control means provides 
further control so that if an operation is made to instruct replay image data and the 
requested image data can be replayed from said first drive, the corresponding first image 
data recorded on said first recording medium is decoded by said image decoding means 
and images are displayed on said display means based on the decoded first image data 
(0099). In addition, the same motivation is used as the rejection for claim 3. 

As to claim 12, Koshiba discloses wherein if it is requested to replay 
image data and the requested image data can be replayed based on the corresponding 
first image data, that first image data recorded on said first recording medium is 
decoded and images are displayed on said display means based on the decoded first 
image data (0099). In addition, the same motivation is used as the rejection for claim 3. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the teachings of Yamaguchi, Koshiba, and Washino to obtain the invention as 
specified in claims 4, 6, and 12. 
8. Claim 5 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent Pub. 2003/01 1 2345 A1 Yamaguchi et al. {"Yamaguchi") in view of U.S. 
Patent No 4,488,433 Washino et al. ("Washino") in view of U.S. Patent Pub. 
2002/0003578 A1 Koshiba et al. ("Koshiba") and in further view of U.S. Patent Pub. 
2005/0022051 A1 Zane et al. ("Zane") 

As to claim 5, Koshiba discloses the corresponding second image data 
recorded on said second recording medium is decoded by said image decoded means 
and images are displayed on said display means based on the decoded second image 
data (0099). 
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Koshiba does not expressly disclose wherein said control means provides 
further control so that if an operation is made to instruct replay image data but the 
requested image data cannot be replayed from said first drive. 

Zane discloses wherein said control means provides further control so that 
if an operation is made to instruct replay image data but the requested image data cannot 
be replayed from said first drive (0065). 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to the person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Washino, Koshiba, Yamaguchi and Zane. Motivation 
to combine would have been that if image is unavailable on one recording medium the 
image is accessed from a second recording medium (0027). 

As to claim 1 1 , Koshiba discloses the corresponding second image data 
recorded on said second recording medium is decoded and images based on the decoded 
second image data are displayed. 

Koshiba does not expressly discloses wherein if it is requested to replay 
image data but the requested image data cannot be replayed based on the corresponding 
first image data. 

Zane discloses wherein if it is requested to replay image data but the 
requested image data cannot be replayed based on the corresponding first image data 
(0065). In addition, the same motivation is used as the rejection for claim 5. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the teachings of Yamaguchi, Koshiba, Zane and Washino to obtain the invention 
as specified in claims 5 and 1 1 . 
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10. Claims 10 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent Pub. 2003/01 1 2345 A1 Yamaguchi et al. ^'Yamaguchi") in view of U.S. 
Patent No 4,488,433 Washino et al. ("Washino") 

As to claim 10, Yamaguchi discloses an image data recording and 
reproducing ((0012) method comprising the steps of: 

converting an image signal to a digital image signal (0055, Fig. 2, A/D 33); 

encoding said digital image signal to first image data according to first 
recording format (0075); 

encoding said digital image signal to second image 
data according to second recording format whose coding rate is lower than the coding 
rate of the first recording format(0015)(0016)(0074); 

decoding second image data recorded on said second recording medium 
(Fig. 2, CPU 22); 

and displaying images on display means based on the decoded second 
image data (Fig. 2, LCD 43). 

Yamaguchi does not expressly disclose recording said first image data on 
an interchangeable first recording medium; 

recording said second image data on second recording medium; 

Washino discloses recording said first image data on an interchangeable 
first recording medium(Col. 3, lines 33-40); 

recording said second image data on second recording medium (Washino, 
col. 3, lines 41-48); 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to the person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Washino with Yamaguchi. Motivation to combine the 
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Yamaguchi w\th Washino would have been to have removable media (Abstract) for 
portability and be able to play the media on different devices other than the recording 
device. Also having a removable media allows you to have a longer recording time by 
interchanging the recorded media with new media for recording. 

As to claim 14, Yamaguchi discloses an information recording and 
reproducing me (0012) method comprising the steps of: 

converting an information signal to a digital information signal (0055, Fig. 

2, A/D 33); 

encoding said digital information signal to first information data according 
to first recording format (0075); 

encoding said digital information signal to second information data 
according to second recording format whose coding rate is lower than the coding rate of 
the first recording format (0074); 

displaying information on display means based on the decoded second 
information data (Fig. 2, CPU 22, LCD 43). 

Yamaguchi does not expressly disclose recording said first information 
data on an interchangeable first recording medium; 

recording said second information data on second recording medium; 

decoding second information data recorded on said second recording 

medium; 

Washino discloses recording said first information data on an 
interchangeable first recording medium (Col. 3, lines 33-40); 

recording said second information data on second recording medium 
{Washino, col. 3, lines 41-48); 
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decoding second information data recorded (Fig 2, CPU 22) on said 
second recording medium (Fig. 2, digital tape drive 88); 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to the person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Washino with Yamaguchi. Motivation to combine the 
Yamaguchi with Washino would have been to have removable media (Washino, Abstract) 
for portability and be able to play the media on different devices other than the recording 
device. Also having a removable media allows you to have a longer recording time by 
interchanging the recorded media with new media for recording. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the teachings of Yamaguchi and Washino to obtain the invention as specified in 
claims 10 and14. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ASHER KHAN whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5203. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:30 am - 5 pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Derrick Ferris can be reached on (571)272-3123. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/A. K7 

Examiner, Art Unit 4134 
/Derrick W Ferris/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4134 



